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Mitchell G. Benaquis 

Mitchell G. Benaquis, age 76, 
of Fort Walton Beach, Fla., 
passed away surrounded by his 
family on Sunday, April 8, 2001, 
at Fort Walton Beach Medical 
Center. 

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, John and ‘Maria 
Benaquis; brother, Nick 
Benaquis; and sister, Mary 
Georgiades. 


Mitchell is survived by his 


loving wife of 46 years, Stella 
Benaquis. He is also survived 
by a daughter, Maria Harris 
and husband Scott; son, John 


stand busi- 


Benaquis.and wife Lori; grand- 
children, Jason and Natalie 
Harris; brother, Jimmy 
Benaquis; sister, Katherine 
Wise; and many nieces and 
nephews. _ 

Mitchell was born in 
Pascagoula, Miss., of Greek 
immigrants, moved to Mobile, 
Ala,, in 1939, and graduated 
from Murphy High School in 
1942. He served in the Marines 
from 1942 
to 1946. In 
1950, he 
moved to 
Fro =r sc 
Walton 
Beach and 
started a 
taxi cab 
and news- 


Tee other BENAQUIS 
Jimmy. He 

owned numerous local busi- 
nesses, including Spendthrift 
Gift Shop, Mitch’s Bar-B-Que, 
Playground Bowling Alley, 
Shalimar Club, Harbor Light 
and Barnacle Bill’s restau- 
rants. He retired from his busi- 
nesses and then went to work 
for Fort Walton Beach High 
School, where he managed the 
cafeteria from 1997 to 1998. 

He was past president of 
Fort Walton Beach Kiwanis 
Club and a member of the 
Sheriff’s Association. Mitchell 
was loved by all and will remain 
in our hearts forever. He is now 
with Jesus. . : 

Visitation was held on 
Tuesday from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
Emerald Coast Funeral Home. 


_A Trisagion service took place 


at 5:30 p.m. at the funeral home. 
~ Funeral services will be con- 


ducted at 1 p.m. Plarstneadey i 


St, Markella and Demetrios 
Greek Orthodox Church in 
Mary Esther, Fla., conducted by 
Archimandrite Constantine T. 
Mersines, assisted by Father 
Paul Mayernick. Interment will 
follow in Beal: Mer odrial 
Cemetery. Immediately foulow- 
ing the burial the family 
requests your presence at St. 
Markella = an Demitrios 
Church Hall for the Makaria 
“Celebration of Life.” > 
Pallbearers are Lenny 
Athens, John Athens, Bobby 
Walton, Dr. Michael Harris, Dr. 
Peter Prevost, Steve Vagales 
and John Tashik Jr. Honorary 
pallbearers are George 


‘Andreades, Bill Chagares, Tony 
. Booskas, Nick Pappadopoulos, 


Joe O’Neil and Gus Forakis. 
In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests contributions to St. 
Markella and  Demitrios 
Church, or to a favorite charity, 
in Mitchell’s memory. 
Arrangements under the 
direction of Emerald Coast 
Funeral Home, 113 Racetrack 
Road N.E., Fort Walton Beach. 
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